
So, What About Men:  

“America’s single most 
important voting bloc.”

Men represent “America’s single most important 
voting bloc,” according to television commentator 

Tucker Carlson.  Nevertheless, men may be one of 
the least-understood segments of the American 

electorate.  

This information sheet is designed to give facts and 
insights about the demographics , voting trends, 

views, and issues that influence men’s voting. 

Demographics  

In 2008, 58.8 million men voted in the presidential 
election, representing 47% of total voters.  Following 

is the racial/ethnic makeup of the male electorate:
1
 

 White: 45.1 million 

 Black: 6.3 million 

 Latino: 5.0 million 

 Other: 2.4 million 

Voting Trends 

In 1972, 1980, 1984, 1988, 2000, and 2004, large 

majorities of white males voted for the GOP 
presidential candidate, what many refer to as the 

“male gender gap.” 

Currently, 16% of white males identify themselves as 
liberal, 44% as moderate, and 40% as conservative.
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In contrast, about 95% of black males consistently 

vote Democrat. 

“With the possible exception of 1996, women have 
never voted a candidate into the White House 

when men thought the other guy should win.” -- 

Former Brandeis University professor Linda 
Hirshman. 

Key Issues 

The contemporary male voter is concerned with a 
variety of issues, including the following: 

The Economy Eight out of ten persons who have 

lost their jobs in the current recession are men, 

especially minority men.  

“Some of the first jobs to leave the country were 
the steel jobs, then the coal jobs…Those are the 

kind of jobs men can do.” – Late Congressman 
John Murtha 

Over-criminalization Since 1980, the 

incarceration rate for black men has tripled. 

Domestic violence Many men believe 

domestic violence laws such as the Violence Against 
Women Act to be biased and violate fundamental 

civil rights. 

Family law Fathers believe many family law 

policies undermine the principle of equality and 
shared parenting. 

Principal values According to Politico writer 
David Paul Kuhn, men uphold five principal values: 

grit, safety and security, rugged individualism, 

common culture, and guardian politics. 

Male Electorate Less Fragmented 

Although there are slightly fewer male voters, female 
voters tend to split their vote, leaving men as the 

electoral tie-breaker.  

In the recent Senate election in Massachusetts, for 

example, female voters significantly out-numbered 
male voters.  While 52% of women gave the nod to 

Democrat Martha Coakley, 60% of men voted for 

Republican Scott Brown, handing Brown an upset 
victory. 

Informed on the Issues 

In a 2006 University of Michigan survey, 42% of 
men responded that they were “very interested” in 

government and public affairs, compared with 34% 

of women.  

A Pew survey found men outscored women on 
political knowledge, such as the fact that Nancy 

Pelosi was the current Speaker of the House.  And 

men are significantly more likely than women to be 
regular consumers of “hard news.”
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Media Preferences 

Men often turn to “radio news, talk radio, 
newspapers, political comedy shows, and political 

talk shows.  Women, by contrast, are more likely to 

get their news from the morning news broadcasts and 
network news programs,” according to Linda 

Hirshman.
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Regarding Internet use, an equal number, 74%, of 
both men and women use the Internet.
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Key to Electoral Success 

In the current volatile political climate, lawmakers 
need to be responsive to the concerns of all major 

segments of their constituencies, especially men. 

“There’s little doubt that November 2, 2010 will 

mark a historic realignment in American politics.” 
– Columnist Carey Roberts, April 21, 2010 
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The National Coalition For Men is a nonprofit 

educational organization dedicated to the removal of 
harmful gender based stereotypes, particularly as 

they impact men and their loved ones.  

 

For more information, contact: 

National Coalition For Men  
932 C Street, Suite B,  

San Diego, CA 92101  

www.ncfm.org  
Email: ncfm@ncfm.org 

 
Advocating for men and their loved ones since 1977. 

 

 

                                                                                           

 

Over 58 million 
men voted in the 
last presidential 

election! 

 

Massachusetts 
voters recently 

chose Scott 
Brown over well 

funded and 
favored Martha 
Coakley. 60% of 

men voted for 
Brown. 

 

It’s past time to 
start paying 
attention… 

 

So… what about 
men? 
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