
! CALL TO ACTION ! 
The National Coalition for Men and numerous family-friendly organizations have long fought against our 

nation’s abuse of power as presently exercised under the guise of ‘protecting children’. One such recent action, 
taken by San Diego County and documented below, offers a public view into how misguided Federal programs, 
inspired by Radical Feminism and mandated on local government, then incentivized by lucrative Title IV-D 
financial reimbursements (our ‘missing’ Social Security money), act to destroy families and to bring children 
under governmental parentage.  

Thanks to the courage and efforts of the North County Times, this story was brought to the public’s 
attention barely two weeks ago. As of this past Thursday, the local courts dismissed the county of its authority 
over this family. There’s little doubt that this judicial officer’s actions were influenced by the increased public 
scrutiny being created by the Time’s coverage. 

As a Call to Action, I would like to ask each of you to take some time in the coming week to contact your 
respective county supervisor’s office (or write your respective Congressman if you are not a resident of this 
county) and express your concerns about the behavior of the county in this case. For county residents, ask that 
the county fully compensate this family for their suffering and demand that a public investigation be conducted, 
with a report to the People from the Board of Supervisors. Remind youor reader of the numerous Grand Jury 
investigations that brought into question many of this county’s practices and how this county has made little if 
any progress on these recommendations. Also ask them what they have done in response to the recent Federal 
Court decision of Humphries v. County of LA, a case which determined that these ‘protective’ agencies, 
throughout the entire State of California, operate ‘above the law’ and in direct violation of our Constitutionally 
protected rights of due process. Forward this information to everyone on your mailing list, at your church, your 
PTA, etc. Ask them to demand a response from the Board of Supervisors (or Congress) as well. 

For those interested, I am planning on requesting that this be placed on the agenda for the Board of 
Supervisors at either their 9/14/2010 or 9/28/2010 public hearing. I need volunteers to come and speak your 
mind. Should the Board be unwilling or too ‘intimidated’ to place this matter on their agenda, come anyway, we 
all have a right to speak for two minutes in the Public Speakers portion of the meeting. Both meetings are on 
Tuesdays at 9AM. Be there at or before 8:30 to fill out a speaker card. 

Your county supervisors can be contacted at : 

District 1: Supervisor Greg Cox  (619) 531-5511 greg.cox@sdcounty.ca.gov
District 2: Supervisor Dianne Jacob (619) 531-5522 dianne.jacob@sdcounty.ca.gov
District 3: Supervisor Pam Slater-Price (619) 531-5533 pam.slater@sdcounty.ca.gov
District 4: Supervisor Ron Roberts (619) 531-5544 ron-roberts@sdcounty.ca.gov
District 5: Supervisor Bill Horn  (619) 531-5555 bill.horn@sdcounty.ca.gov

EXCLUSIVE: North County Times
San Marcos couple fight with county to reunite family

Doctor says baby's broken leg comes from disease, not abuse'
By RAY HUARD - rhuard@nctimes.com | Posted: Monday, August 2, 2010 9:35 pm 

A San Marcos couple is fighting to regain full custody of their two children after 
their 3-month-old baby ---- who appears to have a rare bone disease ----- 
suffered a broken leg in June. The couple, Heather and Trevor Reynolds, said 
they were initially baffled by their daughter Rebecca's injury because they didn't 
know about her condition. But a Kaiser Permanente doctor who subsequently 
examined the infant said in a report that she almost surely suffers from 



osteogenesis imperfecta ---- commonly called brittle bone disease ---- which Heather Reynolds also has. 
However, child welfare officials ---- who removed the children from the home when the broken leg was diagnosed ---- have said more

investigation is needed before they'll allow the couple full unsupervised access to Rebecca and her 2-year-old brother, Henry. For 
weeks, the children have been in the care of their great-grandmother as the family waits for the county's release. "Nothing can
budge these people," Heather Reynolds, 25, said Monday. "It's a nightmare, like a nightmare you can't wake up from."  

The family has been in disarray since June 9, when the couple realized Rebecca was hurt and took her to Kaiser Permanente 
Intermediate Care Services in San Marcos. Doctors there determined that Rebecca had a broken leg and whisked the baby and 
mother by ambulance to Kaiser Permanente San Diego Medical Center. Trevor Reynolds followed in the family car. 

Child welfare officials were alerted about the unexplained injury and removed Rebecca and Henry from the Reynoldses' care, saying it 
looked suspicious and could be an indication of abuse. Heather Reynolds said neither she nor her husband hurt Rebecca. "I knew 
there had to be something, there had to be an explanation," she said. 

When officials said Trevor Reynolds could have hurt Rebecca while his wife wasn't home, the young mom got angry. "I knew he 
wouldn't have done that," Heather Reynolds said. "He's the nicest guy you could ever meet." 

Trevor Reynolds, 28, said he was so shocked when officials told him they suspected abuse that "it was almost like a physical blow." 
"Never, not in a million years," he said Monday about the possibility he could have hurt his children. "We're not abusers," he 
added. "We're decent, normal people trying to keep our kids and keep our family together." 

Osteogenesis imperfecta is a condition causing bones to become so fragile that something as simple as changing a baby's diaper can 
cause a fracture, wrote a doctor who reviewed the Reynoldses' case. It also is very rare, afflicting as many as 50,000 people in the 
United States, according to the Osteogenesis Imperfecta Foundation. 

Heather Reynolds said she discovered she had the disease when she was examined as part of the investigation into Rebecca's injury. 
The condition is hereditary. Dr. Mark Nunes, the Kaiser physician who tested Reynolds, said in his report that there's a 50 percent 
chance she would pass it down to any children she has. Rebecca displays classic osteogenesis symptoms, the doctor reported, 
including a blue tinge to the white portions of her eyes. Henry is free of the condition. 

Officials with the county Health and Human Services Agency said they couldn't discuss the Reynoldses' case because of privacy 
restrictions. But it's fairly common for abusive parents to claim that their children's injuries were the result of osteogenesis
imperfecta rather than anything the parents did, said Margo Fudge, assistant to the director of Child Welfare Services. Because
the condition is so rare, Fudge said, investigators are highly skeptical when parents claim their children have brittle bones. 

She said when a child is taken to a hospital and a doctor says the injuries are suspicious, officials immediately step in and to remove 
the child from the parents' care. "We have no way to ensure the safety of children unless they're in protective custody, Fudge said.

Heather Reynolds said her only concern at the hospital was for Rebecca's welfare. But after a battery of tests were done on the girl, the 
young mother said she was confronted by a social worker and police who told her that she and her husband had to leave the 
hospital immediately without their baby because they were suspected of abusing her. At the same time, police and a social worker
went to the Oceanside home of Reynolds' mother, Cathy Howland, and seized the Reynoldses' 2-year-old son, Henry. Howland 
was baby-sitting Henry while the Reynoldses took Rebecca to the hospital. Henry was taken to the Polinsky Children's Center in 
San Diego, where he was kept for a week. The social worker "literally snatched my grandson out of my house in his underwear," 
Howland said. 

Initially, child welfare officials released Rebecca and Henry to the care of their great-grandmother, Janice White, with the condition 
that White live with the children in the Reynoldses' San Marcos condominium and that the young parents live somewhere else. 
For more than a month, the couple lived a nomadic life, crashing with friends and relatives, "just kind of hopping around so the
kids can stay at home and be comfortable," Heather Reynolds said. Because she is breast-feeding Rebecca, Reynolds said she was 
allowed to visit her daughter and son four times a day, but only under supervision. Trevor Reynolds was allowed three visits a 
week.

On Friday, Heather Reynolds said the social worker overseeing the case allowed her to move back into the condominium, but she can't 
be alone with the children; someone must live with her as her supervisor. For now, that's her mother. Trevor Reynolds is still 
restricted to three visits a week, and only one can occur when Heather is present, she said. Heather Reynolds said she and her 
husband also are attending parenting classes and undergoing counseling, which child welfare officials ordered. 

How Rebecca's leg was broken is still a mystery. Trevor Reynolds told investigators that he fell asleep with the baby beside him. 
When he awakened, he said, the baby was crying and wouldn't be comforted. 

The Reynoldses have been married for a bit more than eight years. She's a stay-at-home mother and he works for a security firm.
Growing up, Heather Reynolds said, she remembers having several broken bones. "I honestly didn't think about it. I just thought,
'I'm a klutz,' and let it go at that," she said. She also has dental problems, another symptom of osteogenesis.  Reynolds said she's 
undergoing procedures this month to ensure that she won't get pregnant again. "I really don't want to risk having another baby that 
might have this," she said. 

Meanwhile, Reynolds said she continues to battle to restore her family to normalcy.                 
Fudge, the county official, said the county will work with the doctor who diagnosed Rebecca and Heather Reynolds, but that typically

more tests will be required to verify the diagnosis before the case is resolved. "We have to do an assessment, not just rely on one 
doctor," Fudge said. She said the time it's taking to resolve the Reynolds case is fairly typical. "I'm sure for the mother and father, 
it seems like an eternity," Fudge said. "It's not like they're in foster care." 

For Heather and Trevor Reynolds, it's an ongoing nightmare. "It was the worst experience of my life, the absolute worst experience,"
she said.  



San Marcos couple closer to reuniting family 
Baby's injury caused by rare bone disease, doctors say
By RAY HUARD - rhuard@nctimes.com | Posted: Wednesday, August 18, 2010 7:15 pm 
A San Marcos couple came a step closer Wednesday to winning back full custody of their two children after their 3-month-old 

daughter suffered a broken leg in June as the apparent result of a rare bone disease. "I just want my family back together," 
Heather Reynolds, 25, said after a Vista Juvenile Court hearing Wednesday. 

At the hearing, a court commissioner ruled that Heather Reynolds can live unsupervised with her two children, but her husband, 28-
year-old Trevor Reynolds, must still live elsewhere and can only see his children with supervision. The family has asked the court 
to release them from any such restrictions, and a hearing on that matter is set for Monday. 

Despite a doctor's diagnosis that the baby's injury was almost surely the result of the bone disease osteogenesis imperfecta, child 
welfare officials have refused to allow the couple unsupervised access to their 2-year-old son and the baby since June 9, when the 
Reynoldses took the baby to an urgent care center and then to a hospital. Child welfare officials in court documents said they 
feared that the baby's injury could have been the result of abuse and want to retain control over what happens with the two 
children. A Wednesday hearing on the case in Vista Juvenile Court was closed to the public and the press. 

Lawyers for the Reynoldses said outside the courtroom that court Commissioner Michael J. Imhoff ordered that Heather Reynolds be
allowed unsupervised custody of the children, but that Trevor Reynolds cannot return to live in the family's condominium. The 
father can visit his children whenever he wants, but his visits must be supervised by someone other than Heather Reynolds under
the commissioner's ruling, the lawyers said.  

Until that ruling, Heather Reynolds had been allowed to live with the children, but only if someone else in the family other than her 
husband was always present. Trevor Reynolds was allowed to visit the children with supervision three times a week. The social 
worker handling the case, Shari Medeiros, said outside the courtroom Wednesday that she couldn't discuss the matter because of 
privacy concerns. 

Osteogenesis imperfecta causes bones to be so brittle that something as simple as changing a diaper can cause a fracture in a baby with 
the condition. Other symptoms can include dental problems, hearing impairment and a blue tinge to the whites of the eyes. The 
condition affects as many as 50,000 people nationwide. It is so rare that child welfare officials have said they're skeptical when 
parents with injured children blame it on brittle bones. 

Heather Reynolds said she had no idea her baby suffered from the condition until she took her to the hospital with the broken leg. She 
said she has since learned that she has the same condition, and recalls suffering numerous broken bones as a child but chalked it
up to being "a klutz." 

Heather Reynolds said she's been so focused on fighting to get full access to her children that she hasn't been able to fully concentrate 
on her daughter's condition. "We don't even have the time to deal with it yet," she said. She said she's gotten information from a 
national foundation that helps families with the condition, but faces a myriad of other challenges with her daughter's health care.

Child welfare officials got involved when the emergency room doctor who initially examined the baby at Kaiser Permanente San 
Diego Medical Center said her injury could have been the result of abuse. Subsequent examinations have discounted that. 

Mark Nunes, a different Kaiser doctor who later tested Heather Reynolds and the baby, said in a July 27 report that Reynolds "more
likely than not" has osteogenesis imperfecta and that odds are that the baby has it, too. He said in that letter that the baby's bone 
break was not the type usually associated with child abuse, in part because there were no other injuries that typically occur with
such abuse. 

Nunes, in an Aug. 17 e-mail to Heather Reynolds, was even firmer in his diagnosis. The doctor wrote that the young mother "beyond a 
reasonable medical certainty" has the bone disease and that "the preponderance of evidence supports a clinical diagnosis (in the
baby) of osteogenesis imperfecta." Marilyn Kaufhold, a Rady Children's Hospital doctor who was involved in the case, reported 
to child welfare officials that Nunes is considered such an expert in the field that she backed his diagnosis of osteogenesis. 

Child welfare officials have not said why they continue to insist on having jurisdiction over the children's welfare. 
The baby was injured when Trevor Reynolds fell asleep with the baby beside him while his wife was away at a dental appointment,

the family said. No one can explain exactly what happened, but the young father said when he awakened, the baby was fussing 
and couldn't be soothed. 

He insisted he has never done anything to harm either of his children and said he was stunned when officials suggested the baby could 
have been abused. Asked again Wednesday whether he had ever abused his children, Trevor Reynolds shook his head and 
answered with an emphatic "no." 

Since June, he said, he has been living with his grandparents in La Costa. 
Because of all that has happened to his family, he said he's not optimistic he'll be allowed to reunite permanently with his wife and 

children. "I don't know what they'll do. It seems they can do anything they want," he said of the child welfare officials. "We've
had to fight for everything." 

�



SAN MARCOS: Couple wins fight to reunite family
Court rules that disease, not abuse, caused baby's injury

By RAY HUARD - rhuard@nctimes.com | Posted: Thursday, August 19, 2010 
7:27 pm
After battling San Diego County child welfare officials for more than three 

months, a San Marcos couple whose baby daughter has a rare bone disease 
regained full unsupervised custody of their two children Thursday and were 
cleared of any suggestion that a broken leg the infant suffered in June was 
the result of abuse. 

"I'm on cloud nine. I've got a baby on my hip, and I'm right where I should be," 
Heather Reynolds, 25, said Thursday after returning to her San Marcos 
condominium to reunite with her family. "The kids are happy, everyone's 
elated," she said. 

Her husband and the baby's father, Trevor Reynolds, 28, said he was "a little bit numb" to be back with his family. He had been barred 
from living with his wife and children, able to see them only on supervised visits. Heather Reynolds, a nursing mother, had been
allowed to live with her children but only under the supervision of another family member other than her husband. 

A Vista Juvenile Court commissioner, in an unscheduled hearing Thursday, ordered an end to the investigation that child welfare
officials began June 9 after the parents took the infant first to an urgent care center and then to a hospital. Despite a doctor's 
diagnosis that Rebecca Reynolds almost surely has a condition that causes her bones to be so brittle that something as simple as
changing a diaper can cause a fracture, child welfare officials persisted in arguing that they should retain supervision over the 
family, be allowed to inspect their home unannounced and require the parents to undergo counseling and attend parenting classes.
They dropped that argument Thursday after court Commissioner Michael J. Imhoff, in a hearing Wednesday, refused a request by 
child welfare officials to require genetic testing as further confirmation of the doctor's diagnosis, said a lawyer for the Reynolds 
family, Donnie Cox. 

"To be vindicated, it's the best feeling ever, after months of all this legal combat, all the coercion, the threats, the empty promises," 
Trevor Reynolds said Thursday. "To be accused of something you know in your heart you didn't do, to be accused of being the 
kind of person you know you're not, it's the heaviest burden I had to bear, but I don't bear it any more." 

Heather and Trevor Reynolds said they had no idea their infant had osteogenesis imperfecta until June 9, when they brought her first
to a San Marcos urgent care center and then by ambulance to Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in San Diego. The condition 
afflicts about 50,000 people in the United States. 

The baby was injured when her father fell asleep with the baby beside him while Heather Reynolds was at a dental appointment, the
family said. No one knows exactly what happened, but Trevor Reynolds said when he awakened and his wife returned, the baby 
was fussing and couldn't be comforted. The emergency room doctor who treated the baby initially told officials that her injury 
could have been caused by abuse. 

At that point, child welfare officials stepped in and told Heather and Trevor Reynolds that they had to leave the hospital. Officials also 
took the couple's 2-year-old son from his grandmother, who had been baby-sitting him in her Oceanside home, and placed him in 
the Polinsky Children's Center in San Diego for five days. 

A Kaiser Permanente doctor who specializes in osteogenesis imperfecta, Mark Nunes, later examined Heather Reynolds and the baby.
He determined that the mother surely had the condition and that the preponderance of medical evidence showed that the infant 
had it as well. If there's any good that came out of their ordeal, Heather Reynolds said it was learning that their daughter has the 
bone condition so they can seek proper treatment. According to the Osteogensis Imperfecta Foundation Web site, treatment often 
includes physical therapy and exercise to increase strength and medication to strengthen bones. 

"I guess that's the silver lining," she said. 
But she said her son still has nightmares from the time he spent in Polinsky Center. "When he first got out, he had diarrhea and

vomiting," Heather Reynolds said. "It was really terrible." 
She and her husband also face the prospect of being billed by the county for the costs of investigating the child's injuries, and for the 

parenting and counseling classes the couple started attending at the county's insistence. Their lawyer, Cox, said he intends to file a 
claim with the county to recover those costs and to cover other expenses Heather Reynolds and her family incurred. He said what
happened to the Reynolds family was "an outrage." 

Call staff writer Ray Huard at 760-901-4062. 


